
What’s New at the Carousel!
   We also consider ourselves fortunate in
having been gifted with a collection of antique
carousel parts to use in the replacement of our
worn components. Replacement began during
our annual shutdown period in January and
will continue on a regular basis over time.

We can already feel and hear the difference in
a much smoother and quieter ride and we look
forward with great anticipation to the
additional improvements that we are sure to
experience!

A major refurbishment and the hiring of a
Maintenance Engineer, however, doesn’t come
cheap and we are now busy brainstorming
new ideas to generate income and to invite our
community to be involved in the process. 

As we approach our 30th anniversary, we look
back on the rich history of A Carousel For
Missoula, at the amazing creation that became
a reality due to a community’s willingness to
support the dream of a dreamer, a man who
knew what a gift the Carousel would be to our
community and what it would come to mean
to those who experience its magic. 

The Carousel is so much more than just a fun
place to bring the kids.  It represents all that
makes Missoula special.  The Carousel
embodies joy and optimism and community
spirit. It is a testament to what can be
accomplished when people join forces for
good.

cont. on page 2

   As we enter into our 29th year in operation,
we find ourselves facing the realities of the
time, which include the necessity to engage in
the repair and refurbishment of our 106 year
old Carousel framework.  Over so many years
of continual motion, parts understandably
begin to wear out.

In the past, we have been fortunate to have an
eager team of volunteers ready and willing to
come forward and tackle any task needed.  We
are now, however, facing the reality that
people, like machines, also wear out over time
and our team of volunteers, while still strong in
the faith and supportive of the dream, are no
longer able to step up as they have for so many
years. 

We have now found it necessary to hire a
Carousel Maintenance Engineer to oversee the
refurbishment project and to keep a continual
eye on the machinery.
We are fortunate to have found an enthusiastic
young man, Gregor Banister, who is excited to
take on this task!



Through 29 years of helping to celebrate first
dates, graduations, weddings, birthdays,
special accomplishments, retirements, and so
much more, the Carousel has become a place
to celebrate all of life’s milestones.

It is such an integral part of Missoula and a
truly precious treasure that must be lovingly
and diligently protected and preserved to
ensure that it will continue to be a special part
of all of our lives for generations to come.

 

Who’s Up For
Some Pickleball?!

The Carousel Staff and Board of Directors are
excited to join with Peak Missoula to create  

the first Pickleball Tournament to benefit the
Carousel and Dragon Hollow Play area!

You can register a team, or sign up to be a
part of a team soon through Peak Missoula. 

Participants will receive a swag bag, an
opportunity to engage in some fun time on

the court and the satisfaction of knowing that
you are helping to keep our ponies spinning!

Whether you are a seasoned player, a
beginner, or just someone who would like to

give this increasingly popular sport a try,
please sign up to join us on the weekend of
June 22nd/23rd at the Peak Pickleball Club.

We Appreciate Your Support!

More Free Rides coming on Kids Day!
Our annual Kids Day will be here before you

know it!  Every year we celebrate our
birthday by offering free rides 

to all kids and kids at heart.
(Sponsored by HobbyHorse Arts & the Carousel)

As always, Kids Day will be on the 
Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend 

during regular operating hours

Free Rides were sponsored by the 
AOH of Missoula on Saturday, March 16th 

Thank You AOH for helping Missoula 
to celebrate a glorious St. Paddy’s Day 

at the Carousel!

KIDS DAY!



round the bend...

Yet another fun way to Support the
Carousel while having a whopping good

time will be coming in the fall!

One of the Carousel’s most successful
fundraisers over the past several years
has been a Ride-a-Thon, during which

board members and others ride ponies
and make phone calls to raise operational
funds for the Carousel and Dragon Hollow

This year we will be inviting the
community to take part as well!

Start planning now to put together a
team of riders (no experience necessary)

to help us keep our ponies fed and 
well cared for.

Teams will pay a small registration fee
and will collect sponsors to pledge

Carousel donations.  There will be prizes
awarded throughout the event for the

most donations received, the most money
generated, the largest donations received

and many other fun accomplishments!

The Carousel will keep spinning and at
least one member from each team must

be on board during each ride
It will be an evening of laughter, much
yeehawing, friendly competition and a

really fun way to support your 
Missoula Carousel!

 This is a great way for Carousel lovers to
share the opportunity to support a cause

that is dear to their hearts.

If you would like to donate time, funds,
refreshments or a prize during the event,

please let us know. 

Annual Ride-a-Thon!

You guessed it - yet another free gift from
the Carousel to our community -

We are excited to once again begin planning
for our annual Fairytale & Superhero

Festival to be held on Sunday, July 21st from
10-12 near Dragon Hollow Play area.

We invite all of our little fans to dress as a
favorite fairytale character or superhero, or

to simply come as your are, and enjoy a
magical time with adult princesses and
superheroes, as well as with multiple
community superheroes such as the

Missoula Police Department, the Missoula
Fire Department and many more!

There will be children’s activities, stories,
songs and dancing - rain or shine!

The Annual Fairytale
& Superhero Festival

is coming soon!

Please join us!
Or perhaps consider tabling or

sponsoring
Contact Tracy at mslacarousel.com

or 406-549-8382 for information

A



   "We spent hundreds of hours in Chuck’s garage building Carousel
ponies,” remembers John Thompson, our head artist who has been
with the project since its early days. “Chuck and I worked with all the
horse adopters to design the horses. Probably the most fun we had
was working with the four classes that designed the penny ponies.” 

We are now in the process of generating ideas for a special quarter
horse to join the herd!
Watch for more on this idea coming soon!

We are happy to welcome Ibey Sprinkler &
Landscaping as our newest Sponsor of the Month!
We are so excited to have you on board and look

forward to riding together into 2024!

Welcome Ibey Sprinkler & Landscaping!

We have two openings for our Sponsor of the Month program. 
The months available are April and August

Our monthly sponsors provide operational funds to the Carousel in
return for Marketing Recognition in Carousel advertising both at

the Carousel and through our media sponsors: 
KPAX, The Missoulian and Mountain Broadcasting. 

In addition, monthly sponsors receive either 150 free ride coupons
or a one and one half hour private rental at the Carousel!

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a Sponsor of
the Month, or are ready to sign up your company for this unique

opportunity, please call Tracy at 406-549-8382

April/August Sponsors of the Month needed 

A New Quarter Horse is Coming to Town!



2023 Sponsors
O F  T H E  M O N T H

Each month, the Carousel enjoys the support of that month's sponsor. Sponsors of the Month
make a financial or in-kind investment in the Carousel and Dragon Hollow to help us keep the
ponies fed and the dragon happy. We are grateful every day for their generous support.



$15,000
The Dennis & Phyllis Washington

Foundation

$5000
Anonymous

The William H. & Margaret M.
Wallace Foundation

$2500+
James & Juliet Foley

Anonymous

$1000+
Max & Betty Swanson Foundation

Hobby Horse Arts 
- Kids’ Day Event Sponsor

Kathy Rogers

$500+
Thomas & Debra Beaudette

Branch Built LLC 
- Fairy Tale & Super Hero 

Festival Sponsor
Cats on Broadway

Theresa & Randy Cox
Datsopsoulos, MacDonald & Lind, PC

First Interstate Foundation
Good Food Store

Kiwanis Club of Missoula
Missoula Textile Services

Morrison-Maierle 
- Santa’s Breakfast Event Sponsor

Patt & Terry Payne
Stephanie Suprenant

Wildfire Defense Systems, Inc.

to our 2023 Community Powered Donors

Karen Driessen
Paul & Cyd Ferguson

Cody Forgea
Kathy Harris

Hide & Sole, Inc.
Kyrstin Hofstetter

Bill Johnston
Daniel Kemmis & Jean Larson

Carla & Brad Luck
Robert Martin, 

in honor of Phil Bain & American Beauty
Tom & Dani McLaughlin

Ashley Metcalf
Sandy Mitchell

Antonette L. Moore
David & Monica Paoli

F. Taylor Pape
Brandon & Jayme Parker

Olleke Rappe-Daniels
Katherine Runyon & Carl Nelson

Kay Salmonson
William Schwanke
Robin & Jane Selvig

Don & Marguerite Shattuck
Hal Stearns, 

in memory of Sheila Stearns
Loren Stormo
Susan Talbot

Denis Thane & Jeanne Brabeck
Thomas Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

The Shirt Shop
Paul Tiede

Title Services of Missoula, Inc.
Judy Whiddon

Dr. & Mrs. Louis Whitsell
Pat & Carol Williams

Rachael Zins
Scott Zins

$200+
Patton & Christine Abbe

Bygland LLC
Laurie Clouse

Jeffries Court Reporting, Inc.
Paul & Christine Kilzer

Land M. Lindbergh
Meng Dentistry

Mismo Gymnastics
Carole & Stephen Monlux

Molly Nicholls
Mark & Carla Pawlewicz
Susan Campbell Reneau

M. Kitte Robins
Ashley Rogers-Thompson

Ryan Salisbury
Chris & Jeannie Siegler

Jo Anne Stewart
Peter Stickney & Diana Wood

James & Pamela Sund
Alan & Karen Wagner

William & Roxane Weikel
Dalene Withycombe

$100+
Carrie & Stephen Ackerman

Anonymous
Philip T. Bain
John Brauer

Thaddeus Brinkman,
in memory of Dr. William J. Dunlap

Mr. Wayne Chamberlain & 
Dr. Betsy Grimley

David & Sally Ann Chisholm
Gary & Cindy Chumrau

Culligan Water
Douglas & Kristi Dalenberg



Up to $100

Tom & Kathy Anderson
Anonymous
Gail Bennett

Linda Blakney
Tom & Sue Blunn

Holly & Richard Borghello
Julia Brown

Debra Burke
Kirk & Lisa Crews

Chuck Crosslin
Katy Davis

William & Wendy Dodson
Ethel MacDonald 

Charitable Foundation
Marshall & Willie Farmer

Doug & Lori Freeman
Friendship Force

John Garrity & Jean Thorstenson
Bradley & Sheila Hall
Mike & Leslie Halligan

Myron & Sharon Hanson

Diana & Jonathan Hatch
Eleanore Hauck

Jennifer Hawkins
Eleanor Hollenback

Sharon Horner
Winton & Catherine Kemmis

Deanne Kendrick
Stacey & Lowell Klocke

Glenn & Noreen Kozeluh
Katie Ludwick
Victor Machart
Rebecca Martel

Judy & Gary Matson
Jana McGrath

Colleen McHugh
Kathi Muchmore
Gerald Mueller

Bob & Kim Murray
Kori Neu

Mark & Mary Nicholls
Sinead ODwyer

Erika Palmer
Nick Porrini
Barb Rigg

Patrick & Marilyn Ryan
Daniel Sackett
Kristen Sackett
Victoria Sackett

David & Lynnette Sandbloom, 
in memory of Susan Stevens

Tom Severson
Marcille & Kristen Sohlberg

Mr. & Mrs. David Stack
Kristen Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thorne
Katie Tirrell

Mara Vernon
Zane Weber

Yoke's Fresh Market
Jennifer Zaso

Marsha & Stanford Zimet
Erica Zins

 For several  years, A Carousel for Missoula has participated in the Missoula Gives
campaign. We will be doing so again in 2024. 

If you are planning to give to the Carousel this year, you might consider making your
donation as part of this event.

The Missoula Community Foundation operates Missoula Gives as a way for non profits to
use social media to gather donations. This year's Missoula Gives will be held from  5pm,
May 2nd - 7pm May 3rd. Anyone may donate by credit card through the Missoula Gives

platform, powered by GiveGab. Your donation to the Carousel is tax deductible. 
Simply go to www.missoulagives.org and select A Carousel For Missoula. 

We are so grateful for your support!

Missoula Gives is one of many, many ways you can contribute to the health and
sustainability of the Carousel. Thank you for all you have done and all you continue to do!



A CAROUSEL FOR MISSOULA 
IS HIRING FOR THE SUMMER!

LOOKING FOR A SUMMER JOB WHERE THE FUN NEVER STOPS? 

I N F O R M A T I O N

L o o k i n g  f o r  C a r o u s e l  O p e r a t o r s  
N o  p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e  n e c e s s a r y  -
A l l  t r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e d
B e n e f i t s  i n c l u d e  w o r k i n g  w i t h
g r e a t  p e o p l e  i n  a  f u n ,  r e l a x e d
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  f l e x i b l e  s c h e d u l e s
a n d  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t i o n !

S U C C E S S F U L  C A N D I D A T E S  W I L L

B e  t e a m  p l a y e r s
E n j o y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h
c h i l d r e n / t h e  p u b l i c
B e  d e p e n d a b l e ,  n e a t  &  f r i e n d l y
B e  s a f e t y  c o n s c i o u s
B e  a t  l e a s t  1 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e
B e  w i l l i n g  a n d  a b l e  t o  j u m p  o n t o
t h e  m o v i n g  p l a t f o r m

A P P L Y  N O W

P i c k  u p  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  C a r o u s e l  g i f t  s h o p ,
e m a i l  m s l a c a r o u s e l @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  s c a n  h e r e  t o  a p p l y

Psst...we are now hiring for summer;
pass it on!

Schedule your next party
at the Carousel!

We offer party times every day of the week, both
during and outside of normal operating hours.  
See our website for details and party options or 

call the Carousel office at 406-549-8382 
We look forward to celebrating with you!


